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A LETTER 


To the Honourable 


Robert Boyle, Eſq. 


To prove that the Scripture alone is the 
Rule of Faith, SCC. 


Honourable Sir , 
Book indeed full of Learning, Printed at Paris 
without a Title-Sheet , came lately to m 
hands, intituled, T7 he Critical H ſtory f 
| Old Teft ment ; Whereof Father Sworn, Pri 
of the Oratory of Paris is thought to be the Author. 
| He pretends to prove in that Work, that nothing for 
certain can be aſſerted in Religion, unleſs Tradition be 
jayned with the Scripture for the Deciſion of Queſtions 
4 Faith. There u without doubt Ignorance, ſays that 
Author in his Preface, or Prepoſſeſion in the Minds of 


the Proteſtants , Who pretend that the Scripture is clear 

of it ſelf. Nevertheleſs Sir, nothing is more certain 

in all that can be called Tradirion, this _— 
B 


Ca) 


of the Proteſtants. St. Chryſoſom in his third Homi- 
ly of Lazarw, obſerves after Orzgen this difference be- 


tween the Philo: and the Authors of the 

ture 2 ilolophers are obſcure, whereas the 

kalte Prophets being the common Maſters of the 
— —— written after ſo clear a manner, that e- 


un 5 be inſtructed in their Doctrine 
cp — 5 thereof, And in the ame Homily 

that Doctor maintains thik the ignorance of the Sacred 
Scriptures is the ſource of the Corrupted Morals, as 
well as of all the Hereſies. St. Azgwfin in the ſecond 
Book of the Chriitian Dottrine lays, Chap. 9. Is is que 


aperte in Scripturs Jant, i ner il 
Co e : In thoſe ng ings which 
are plainly laid down in — are found all thoſe 


things which pertain to Faith, and the Rales of Living, 
This the Learned Gerſe Chancellor of the Univerſit ty 


— wag That Holy Dottor ſuppoſes, . that the 
Criptare is obſcure and hard to be — cad goa bs 


(3) 
that for the m part what iu 0b/cwre tm one place ® 
— yn pe ken of my — | 
tbe and manners it much more clearly expreſſed * 
the Buble than all the re. Now 10 read the thought ot 
K. Augai#ivin the Book of Father Simon, that Doctor 
| feems only to aſſert that commonly the Scripture is 
| Clear in what concerns the belief and manners, nay and 
more clear than in all the reſt, But St. Avgaitine ſays. 
more in the Words Cited: for he ſays abſolutely that 
all we ought to believe and do, is found clearly in the 
| Scri & therefore according to Father Simon, T here 
+ & without doubt either Ignorance or Prepoſſeſſion of Mind in 
. py well as in St.Chry/oftom, Gerſon, & general- 
ly in all the Great Divines of Antiquity, who have been 
perſwaded with *Origes,that not any Sentiment is wor-. Tm 1. 
thy ofFaich, unleſs it be proved byScripture; nor any in- 
terpretation of the ſame Scripture to be admitted, with- 
' out it be conhrmedand TY — Paſſages of the 
Old or New Teſtament : for this Reaſon is it that in 
theDecree of Greta, Diſtinct. 27. in the Chap. which 
begins with this word Relazums, there is an exprefs or- 
der to decide all Controverſies by the Holy Writ, and 
to explain the obſcure paſſages which are met with 
therein by the Scriptures themſelves: ex ipſts Seripturie. 
But this is ſufficient Entertaining you Sir, with the 
leſs Sentiment of Father Simon, touching the 
inſufficiency of the Scripture, for the inſtructing Peo- 
ple in Religion. Now I proceed to the three 
which he makes uſe of for the Eſtabliſhing of his Opi- 


nion. 
The firſt is taken from the great Changes which have 
das well in theOrigiaalText as in the Verſions of 


the Scripture. This proof may ſeem to have ſome 
ſrace upnen Akeſf or « Pen; bur not uper's Chri- 
2 


tian, 


(4) 


ftizn, Who knows, that — he Changes 
that have been made in Scripture, N Chrift, The A- 
b les, and the Fathers of the Church, have always 
proved the Truth of their Doctrine by the Scripture. 
As for what concerns the Fathers, I ſhall ſhow ir am- 
ply in my anſwer to the third of Father Simon, 
though what I have already urged might ſuffice. In re- 
d of Jeſus Chrift and his Apoltles; Father Simon ſays, 
That they have fitted the Teftimonys which they Cited out 
the Old Teflament, to the tons received and au- 
thorized by Tradition. But this is a falſe fore-judgi 
of that Father, of whom with reaſon theſe Wok of 
St. Jerome may be ſaid, Hoe de Scripturis Authoritatens 
non habet, -ideo ea facilitate Contermnitur qua probatur ; 
This has no Authority from Scriptures, therefore may be 
rejeced with the ſame eaſe it is admitted. Jeſus repre- 
hends Traditions, and yet father S:moz would make us 
believe that he eſtabliſhes his Doctrine by Tradition, 
and that he only makes uſe of the Word of God, accor- 
ding to the Pre-judgment of Tradition. It was a Tra- 
dition amongſt the Jews, founded upon a paſſage of the 
Prophet Malachy miſunderſtood, that Elias was to 
precede by his Preaching the coming of the Ai; but 
the Gofpel tells us, that tradition did ill interpret the 
—— Malachy, who did not pretend to ſpeak of the 
erlon of the — Elias, but of Job theBaprift, u ho 
was to forego Teſws Chrift, in Spirits d Virtate Elie. 
It is evident by the 5th. Chapter, of St. Marth. that the 
Jews explaining the Scriptures by the Pre- judgment of 
Tradition, had very faulty Morals : But Jeſus Chriſt 
who came not to de _— Law and the Prophets, but 
to fulfitthem, rezeQs the falſe tions given to the 
Law by the Jews according to their Traditions, and dif. 
«overs the real ſence thereof conformably to other paſ- 


(5) 


of the Old Teſtament, Which contain in clear. 
terms the ſame things, which Teſas Chrift ordered his 


Diſciples to do for the the juſtice of the 
Seribes, and Phariſees, that t : 


niighe enter into the 
of Heaven. The Pre-judgments of Traditi- 
on made the Diſciples of Teſws Chrrft till doubt after 
his Reſurrection, if it was he who ſhould redeem Iſrael; 
but Jeſw Chriſt to free them out of that pernicious 
doubt, reproaches them with their hardneſs of heart, 
and ſlowneſs to believe all that the Prophets have ſaid. 


remark in his Commentary upon the 24 Chap of St. 
Loke, beginning with Moſes, and continuing through all 
the P he explains to them all that been ſaid 
of him in all the Scriptures , as St. Lute does relate 
it inthe laſt Chapter of his Goſpel: Chri# does never 
refer People to Traditions for their Inſtruction in truths 
to Salvation, but alwayes to the Scripture. 

if you believes Moſerlaid he tothe Jews inSt. John. Chap. 
. Tow would believe me alſo, becauſe it is of me be has writ- 
ten; but if you believe not what he has writ ten, how ſhould 
you believe what I rell you ? St. Pail ſays expreſly in his 
2 Fm. Chap. 3. That the Holy Scriptures are able to 
make ws wiſe unto Salvation through Faith which u in 
eſws Chrit#; And to explain this thought more amply 
he adds, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, and 
« profitable for DviFrine, for . for Correction, for 
Inftrattion in Righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 
perfett, thronghly furniſbed unto aff good Works, This 
is what the Fathers of the Council of Francfort expreſs 
in theſe terms, in the Capitulary of Charles the Great, 
tib- 2. cap. 30. EF plane Divine Seripthrs Verax, «ft 


fins, eſt caſts, eff Caleftis Magiiterii Initrumentun,. & F 
er 


(6) 
— yeh A * —— 
ww Domine, et Lumen Semity was, tft 


ro actpta te ſunt ja terram. ptære 
775 . is 2 is chaite, the A o_ 


Power,and an eternal Preac Kee on 


4 wolf pure wee, is the | 
to the ſaying of the Propher, Thy $3 0 Pur apy + is 4 
unto my 


La pathes; bs | 
ind ee = the Anth ſos, The Wordelcad | 


* — and —— a tw Sword, 

pipe fr N 
ri. dean * di — thick Aue — 
Solomon, bo ſays, The isaLamp,and 
Law is light, and of inſtruction are the way of 


life : Of bon it « ſaid by Eſaiah, Every night my s 
wai r 
bs the earth. And as the Holy Writ par ih 

antages, — —_— — but by og a 
of the do it contains, according to lay- 
—— — C ad 8 — — — 
Sceriptararum elje vangeliumy in ſenſa, noni wper pcie, 
[ed in metall, non in ſermonum follu, ſed in r ratio. 1 
mis : Jeſus Chrif his Apoſtles had reaſon in their 
Citations to apply themſelves more to the real ſence 
then to the meer words of the Holy VVrit. Moreover 
to inſtruft us, That all that has paſſed under the Law 
of Nature and of Moſes was the figure and ar 

* 


is taken from that the Sr do 
ncple of Religion is 


ments in the explication of the 
peaks in his Critical Hiſtory of 
Book 3 chap. 16. Therefore if the 
Socinians draw quite Concluſions to what 
the Proteftants do from the ſame Scriptures, it is not the 
obſcurity of rhe Scripture that is the cauſe thereof, but 
the pre; — — — em ou 
the Scripture to favour the $ Religion whi 

they have invented i of Scripture. The 
Devil abuſes the Scripture to nay Teſus Chriit, and 
Jeſss Chriit refilts him by uſing the Scripture aright, 
Falſas de Seripteris Diaboli ſagitas tr Seripturarum 
frangit Clyews, ſays St. Jerome And this the Proteftants 
do every day in their Controverſy with the Socineans ; 
and this is what ought to be done in all Con- 
troverſies matters of Religion; and if the Fathers 
ai the els Ages be Cited in theſe Diſputes, ir oughr 


oaly | 


vv = . 
only to make people ſenſible that thoſe perſons who ſtu- 
9500 the Scriptures to learn in what it is Gd 
would have us believe nd di to be ſaved, did draw the 
ſame Doctrine from thence, which we do who are alſo 
Urthodox, when they had no vail nor blind before their 
eyes, , which hindret them from ſeeing the day and the 
light of rhe Word of Gog in the Scri is to 
ſay, when they had no Syſteme of _ indepen- 
dant of Scriptures. The Phariſees fallely concluded 
from that the Scripture ſays, 7 bat « man may leave his | 
Wife by giving her a Writing, by which be declares that 
he puts her away, that a man wasallowed to put away 
his Wife for any cauſe ſoever ; but Jeſws Chriſt convin- 
ces them of an errour, not by tradition, but by the 
Scripture, as we read in the 19. chap. of Sr. Mathew, 
The Saducees who rejected all traditions, pretended to | 
conclude from the Scripture that there would be no Re- 
ſurrection of the dJeſs; Chriſt did not tell them | 
that they fell into that errour becauſe they did not joyn 

tradition to the Scripture, or becai ſe the — all 
tradition, but he refutes them by a c 2ncluſion drawn ous 
ofScriptures,& tells them, Tos are in an errour breauſe you 
do not underſtand the Scriptures; Erratis neſcientes Seripe 
turss. And indeed Sr. Angaſtine very judiciouſly re- | 
marks, That the Hereticks are only to by their obſti- 
nately perſevering to give a falſe ſence to the Scriptures 
which they do not ſtand, Omnes Haretici Scriptu- 
ras Catholicas legunt nec 0b alind ſunt Heretici niſi quod 
eas non recte intelligentes, ſnas falſas Opiniones contra ca- 
rum veritatem pervicaci'er aſſerunt. The ſame Holy 
Doctor in his 18th. Treatiſe upon theGoſpel ofSt. Fob : 
ſays, Non nate ſunt Hareſes & quadam Dog mat a 
ſttatis illaqueantia animos, & in profundum precipitantia, 
niſi cum Sriptars bone intelligsntur non bene, & quod in 
ci 


— Y— * 


ts * 


—— 
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ris non bene intelligitur, etiam temove c- andatter aſſeritur. 
| Hereſy and iu perver T emets enſnaring peeples mi 
and plan 6s Ho - wary —, — 
— 5 anding of the Heriptures, gud what 1s mot 
cionſly 


in them, is nevertheleſ; raſbly and A- 
4 bromat ins whomSt. Jerome calls the moſt 
holy, moſt learnedBiſhop of his time,tel's us upon ther 5 
| verſe of the 5.chap.ofSt. Mar. Th at theScripture is clear, 
| but that the Jews and Herericks endeavour to hide from 
us its perſpicuity by their perverſe interpretations; Per- 
ſpicvan lucem predicationis divine previs rnterpretationi- 
| 2 ob & occu/tare nitunt ur, pro fide per fidiam pri 
cands 2 lamen veritatis erroris texebris From 
all this it may be concluded, that when people diſpute 
inſt the Socinians and other Hereticks, to convert 
the method of Jeſus Chritt muſt be followed, 
and muſt be Convicted of errour by the Scripture 
it ſelf, All chat is not formallyvcad in Scri or is 
not drawn from thence by an evidentConcluſion, is ſub- 
ject to errour, and by uence cannot be the Rule 
of our belief. The very Diſciples of Joſws Chriſt were 
in the rumour which ran amongſt them that 
St. Jobs did not dye, becauſe that rumour was onely 
| __u a concluſion falſely inferred from what 
ww Chrift had ſaid to St. Peter ſpeaking of St Fobu? If 
] will that he ftay until I com, what's that to thee, Nay 
the Scripture ſcems 2 — we 
ight learn, that What in matter of Religion is not 
upon its authority, is not w of 
faith: Sine authoritete Seripturarum garrulitar non — 
fidem. ſaith St. Jerome. "or the Fathersof the firſt A- 
ges teach us this truth in all the diſputes they had 
Wich the Hereticks of their time. For, as Janſenins 
that learned Prelate of r PEA ——_ 
tit 


— —U—ñä —— 
* 
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tituled Aagi bias, they ſo formed their ſentiments by 
Tom. 2 ub. the Holy Scriptures, that they almoſt expreſſed them. 
Broem.C.5, ſelves im the ſame form: In antiquis parribss faith he, | 

corumque diſpatationibut duo ſunt confiderands mag - | 

pere; i quod ex principits verbi Det fuer, + 
ftrewverba promerent;/ecantum ofe intra term 
oppugnate ah errore veritatis fine ulla ſuper fluernm multo | 
min- rivolarum, atque iti Hic 


2 | 
n imermixt 10me — Is the — 1 and 
their ds te things are firinci fo —— 
S —— almoſt 
their very terms out of the Principlesof the Ward of God. 
Secondly, that they — remain within the bounds 
of tlie Erath that was by Errour withost any inc 
termixtion of {1 s, mb leſs of carioas, fravolous aud 
impertinent que ſf ions. Thus as Soripture-is the onely way 
to decide queſtions of Religion, pa tu had reaſon. 
to ſay that people rather to believe a Lay. man 
who: authorizes. by Scripture, then aPope and a | 
whale Council, when they act without its authority. | 
) Magus credendum laico fi ſcriptur as adferat, —— 2 | 
/ tots Cancilio f abſque ſcripturis gat. St. Epiphani | 
who has given a Catalogue of all rhe Hereſies which | 
had been until his time, and remarks the abuſe whicf 
the-Authorsof thoſe Hereſies have made of the Holy 
Writ to eſtabliſh theirErrours,does not attribute this to 
the ity of the Scripture , but to che Hereticks not 
having applyed therſclves to Scripture with a Spirit 
— it is a oonſtant Principle, ſays that Saint, 
that all the ſaving Truths are found clearly in the 
Ser ipture by thoſe who read them with judgment and a 
fpirit with piety. nr my3ir vi = 70's Sraaguboocs 
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diſputing Maximin » ian Biſhop , 
lays down for — 8 . ar 
ture is to be inſiſted upon: Non cc onciliu tibs, 


mectw mihi Ariminenſe tampquam prejadicaturus profer as.nce 
ego hej os authoritate, nec ts illins attiaeris. Scripturarum 
authorit atibas non gu iet proprits, ſed ntriſque c 
munibus teſtibus,res cam re, ratid cam ratione decertet, I da 
not urge ſo thee theNiceneCounci! nor do thos to me that of 
Ar iminum 45 « forejudging of theControverſie: Neither do J 
mean the authority of the one, neither art thou bound by 
that of theather. 2 let matter nerf ut & — of each 
Council be tryed by authority 8 Scriptures, which both are 
bound to admit 4. 4 Divine Truths. He ſays in 
the ſame place, that guacil of Nice inſi ſted — 

iptures. And indeed it would be i 
the Bible in the midſt of the Co 


72 — 27 p 
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its will in the Goſpel? An Earthly 


| 
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death, the peace np be broken, the Brethren ſhould. 


te at variance, having called the witneſſes tranſmitteth ha 
Will from his dying breath into Deeds of long continuance. 
And if any contention ſball arife the Brethren, let 
them not go ro the Fomb, but ſeek our the Teſtament. In 
ſhort, even as the Goſpel does aſſure us, that thoſe who 
having Moſes and the do not live conformably 
to their Doctrine, would hot be Converted by the ex- 
hortations of the Dead though they ſhould return, {6 
thoſe who are not inſtr and perſwaded of the ſa- 
ving truths by the Holy Scripture, will never be per- 
Nwaded by tradition. Father Simon cannot diſpute this 
in the leaſt, ſince he ſays himſelt in the ro. Chap. of the 
I. Book of hisCritica/ Hiſt. T hat it often happens that men 
being the Krepers of Tradition, do blend therein what : 
heve invented, and then it is hard matter to diltinguiſ 
the true Traditions from thoſe which are falſe. 

The third proof which I find in theCtiticalHiſt. ofFa- 
ther Simon to ſhow the inſufficiency of the Scripture 
to decide Controverſies in matter of Religion, is That 
there has been in all times 7 the Charches an abridg ment 
Religion independantly of Scripture. Nay. he | 
at is upon the aecount of that 24 — the 
Fathers have explained the Scriptures, and that the 
Councils have decided the Controverſies of their time. 
I do not doubt but that in all ages there have Catechi- 
fms been made for the inſtruction of Children and the 
ſhalloweſt Capacities ; or abridgments of Religion; 


the moſt i ſaving . 


3 


wards to deckde the Controverſies according 20 


ſince their raki — 2 
pln cr by thols which = 
require. Allthe . 


So Cha, 60 | manifeſtly proje 
may believe choſe Authoy 
Eccleſiaſtical Offices, the 7 
Thick che Church of Rene fill reads at this day on 
Eaſter andWhitſon-eve,are onely the Catechiſms and in- 
ſtructions which were given to the Catechnmenes, or 
Novice Proſelytes who were baptized on thoſe days. 


The moſt- ancient abr1 of = which we 
— left of > pc Ba is ſaid to have. 
compoled by the A les; Bur this Abridgment 


is — independant of the Seripture, — 
book the firſt of x — 2 bol eee — 
4 verba m 146 4 ſperſa ſunt ſed 
— — —— 2 
mori labor aret, ut omnis homo poſſit dicere, tenere 
credit.T boſe words you have heard art ſeattered thro 
Scriptures but Collected from thence, and reduced in 4 
that they might mot be bordenſome to the 2 of — 
low Capacities, and that every man might ſ. 
what he believes. And Rabanss — foetk — the 
ſame Symbole in the 56th Cha orgs ape ers 
de Inſtitutione Clericorum, fays, In quo quidem pauca ' ſunt 
Verba, ſed omnia continentur Sacraments, de totis enim 
—_— hac breviatim Collett ſunt ab ApoHtolis, ut quoni- 
plures C _ ium Litter as vel qui ſciunt, pre 
Seu. oe ſus legere nom poſſunt, f = retinentes, 
ientem ſibi — ſalutarem. In which in- 
ps are —— but few Words, but all the Myieries be- 
ing thus briefly collected from all the Seriptures, by the A 
poſter, that ſeveral of the 1 know not — 
«F443 


( 14 ) 
yead, or thoſe who do, being 2 the l 
pur yrs x airfare + 
e fea ro —- out els Salvation he Church of 
of this Abridgment, as well as of 
are called the Symboles of Nice and of St. 
Th e nods of Landes in 15532. 1562. 
reed, Athanaſius's Creed. 
cal d Apoſtles Creed, ought 
EI to be receibed may be pꝛove d by moſt 
St. Cyprian did 
certainly never. own — — of Religion in- 
2 y of Scripture, ſince in his Epiſtle to Por 
eius he demands that they ſhould ſhow him in Scrip- 
ture that Hereticks were not to be baptized again, to 
perſwade him that it is an Apoſtolical Tradition. Si 
aut in Evangelio Precipttur, aut in 3 epittolis, 
aut Attibus continetur, ut a quacumgue hre ſi venientes 
non baptizentur, ſed tantum manus ills imponantur u 
Penitentiam, obſervetur devina — & /anits Traditio, — 
there can be ſhowo any Precept of the Coſpel, 
in the Epiſtles, or Acts of the Apoſtles, that thoſe ho 
are converted from what Hereſy ſoever, ought not to 
be baptized, but only to be — to the Church by 
Repen tance, let Divine and Holy Tradition be 
obſer ved. This Abridgement was unknown to Terral- 
lian „ who ſays in his diſpute a — Hermogenes, Chap. 
22. Adoro Scripture plenit cript um eſſe 
doceat Her is officina, ſi now 72 Scriptum, timeat i 
Ve adjicientibus aut detrabentibus deft inatam. I adore 
«the tulneſs of Scripture ; let Hermogenes demonſtrate 
e that it.is Written; If it be not —_— let bim fear 
that Woe which is promunced ag 4 => who add 
or leſſew it. The ſame in his Book of t — 


* 7. diſputing againſt Ape/les, he has not recourſe 
to 
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| (15). 
tothe Pretended of Father Sion, but 
he tells that Hereſtarque, Non Recipio quod extra Serip - 
turam de two infert; I do not allow w =_ thou 5 hs 
is not in Serigture. This Abri at was unknown 
to St. Auguſtin, who in his Bogle pf the Unity of rhe 
Chur theEpiſtle of Pe 1K ſays, is 
quis alind Evangelizeverit, Anathema fit, oever preach- 
es ought elſe for Goſpel, let bim be accorſed, and Chap? 12:. 
Ant lerat mihi hoc in Seripturis, & non fit Anathema-; % 
let him produce me this in Srriptures, aud he fhallinot be ac 
awrſed. And in the fame Chapter , 3 aurem non" a” 
de ſacris Seripturis leg unt, ſed ſuis contentionibs; perſua- 
dere conantus, Credo ills que in Seripturis ſantti; — 
non Credo iſs que ab Hereticis van dicuntur. if they 
2 things in the Holy Str Bois bu ene 
voor to perſwade by their Mr wy 7 — ſe thi 
which are read in Scriptures, I do not believe thoſe which 
are 288 vain — The ſame 2 in the 
de Nup; * * Chap. 2 ys, If. Con- 
— judicem * Rd adicet ergo Chris, 120 rei 
wort ej us cat — judicet cum ills & Apoſto- 
lus, quia in Apoſtolo 5 3 Chri = * Comtro- 
verſy requires 47 e, a 7 
of what wg be Det 755 "os by br 75 | 
e with him, becauſe : In the Apoſtle. 
3 — 
45 
(us, 


ter nos jade Apoitolus Joannes, Let the 
ge 2. And in the 2d: Book again Hof yob 
_—_ roving non ut Ay rw 
2 ex & uod in tis divinarum ries 
rarum autoritati — cum laude c jus accipio; quod” 
atem now congruit, cum pace eyus fs I do not allow 
of the Letters of Cyprian 4s Canonical, hut I jud je of them by 
the canonical Scriptures, aud what in them is:con7ruoms 9 


FT 3 


the Authority of the Holy Seriptares , Treteive with due 

praiſe to him; but what is incongruons,” I Reject with his 

| 28 2 2 — 
uncils, ſegi placed the Scriptures in 

midſt of x = Ap ra Rule to their Deciſions, 

which would have bech.to no ſe if there had been 

in all times in the Church an Abridgement of Religion 

independant of the Scriptures. Father Simons ſaying, 

That the Apoſtles preached the Goſpel before they 

wrote it, and that in the time of St. Iren ut, there were 

\ ſtill ſeveral Churches who believed io the Goſpel by 

Tradition, without having ſeen it in Writing, ſerves 

little to Authorize his Abridgement, for cer- 

tain it is that when we ſay, that the Scriptures contain 

| curly PO 8 SN 

| e ruths couc Paper in Scri | 

— the ſame truths — by the ton A the 

Preachers; we know that the Prophets Apoſtles 

ought to have been believed when preached the 

Truths which the Holy Ghoſt inf; into them, as 

well as hen they reduced em into Writing; But we 

| only iay that the Apoſtles and Prophets have reduced 

the ſame truths which they Preached into Writing af- 


ter ſuch a manner, that for the Regulating of our Faith 
we only need to have recourſe to their Writing. This 
is what St. Irene» ſays, in his third againſt 


2 „Chap. 1. Nas enim per alios diſpoſitionem [«- | 
| ; Clutis noftre cognovimns et not evangelium 
| / Ppervenit ad Po quod 2 2 — — gas 
> | ' wero yer Dei voluntatem in Seripturis nobis tradiderunt, 
| fſundamentum & columnam fidet notre futurum. We 
know not by others the Diſpoſition of our Salvation, th 


' : 


— ————— — 


(7). 


by theſe from whom the came 10 us, which indeed > 

then Preached : Bat afterwards by the will of God they 

deli to us in Scriptures, to be Foundation 4 

Pillar of our Faith, If Father Simon aSks us what afſu- 

trance we can hve that the ſavigg truth were not alte- 

red in the Holy Writ, we can anſw er him that the Tra- 

dition or Preaching of the Goſpel in all Ages, was the 
inſtrument which God made uſe of, to make known - 

to us that the Scripture is the Word of God, and that 

it was never altered after ſuch a manner, but that it tit 

contains very clearly what we ought to believe, and 

what we ought to do to be ſaved. But that it is F. ex , 
God who hath perſwaded us inwardly of the Truth or ü. 
chis Preaching ; and this anſwer is very true, ſince that 

the Faith is a gift from God, and very conformable to 

what Sr. Auguſtine (ayes, yu”_—y to God inthe 5. cha 

of his 6th. Book of his Confeſſions. Perſuakh; mihi, 
non qui crederent libris tuis, ſed qui non crederent, eſſe cul- 
panaos: Nec aud has eſſe ſi gui forte dicerent,Unde ſcis 
mlos unias ver & weraciſ/imi De. —_— eſſe humano ge- 
neri miniſt}ator. © Thou haſt perſwaded me, that thoſe 
*who do not believe in thy Books; not thoſe who do be- 
« lieve, arc guilty ; nor are they to be given Ear to, if 
they ſhould by chance ſay, Whence knoweſt thou that 
they were .adminiſtred to Humane Kind in the Spi- 
«-rit of the moſt true. and upright God. I have nothing 
more Sir, then tomake an end with ing you to 
thank Cod for me, that he has given me by his mercy 
that precious gift of the faith, a waded me to re- 
nounce thelCcolatry, HererodoxTraditions;&Superſtitious 
Novelties of the Church of Rome, & to embrace an Ortho- 
dox Communion, which profeſſes to love the Brother- 
hood, fear God, and honour the King, and to Rule her 
Morelsas well as her worſhip. and Faith onely by the 
Sctipture.. 
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AB) 
divinely inſpired, nom taliter fecit omniNationi, 
| Cod to | continue to ode 


ings over 
your worthy Perſon, end over the Lady Katherine Vit 
counteſs Ravelavgh, Your moſt Accompliſhed, Godly, 
Charitable and Bountiſul Siſter, and over all your No- 
ble Family | 


1 ama 


Your Honours 
moſt Humble and moſt 
Obedient Servant, 
CM. Du Peil. 


